) (6] [

From: Lome, Consular

Sent: Friday, February 21, 2020 9:34 AM
To: David Burger

Subject: RE: RE: RE: RE: RE: Friend in Trouble.
Attachments: agreementupdatejpg.pg

David,

Yes, it is fake, and we know this because we've seen similar fake documents before and the fraudster who created this
document left all sorts of typos in the document.

For example, the perpetrator wrote: |, Jessica Clark have (instead of "has") come to an agreement {we don't say this in
standard English —we say, “agree”) with Kelvin Blas today (missing a comma) January 30™ (should not have "th”}, 2020
{missing a comma) to allow him {missing “to”) leave the US Military Base (Camp Phoenix — this base was shuttered by
Coalition Forces in 2015 - https://mod.gov.ge/en/news/read/3100/camp-phoenix-closing-down-in-afghanistan)...

If you don’t want to believe me or call me, that's fine, but you will need ta contact your local police or FBI office if you
have already sent your hard-earned money to West African organized crime syndicates. 1am sorry that we could not
convince you, but maybe someone else in the United States can. Please stop will all further email inguiries, as my staff
and | will no longer respond.

Sinceraly,

Consular Section Chief
U.S. Embassy Lomé

From Abrosd NN
From US - (i e—

From: David Burger |
Sent: Thursday, February 20, 2020 7:22 PM
To: Lome, Consular <ConsularLome@state gov>

Subject: RE: RE: RE: RE: RE: Friend in Trouble.

Does this look fake or like a scam to you?
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From: Lome. Consular

Sent: Thursday, February 20, 2020 2:03 PM
To: David Burger

Subject: RE: RE: Friend in Trouble.

David,

This is scam. U.5. military do NOT transit Lome airport as the only direct flight to the United States is an Ethiopian
Airlines flight that is not Fly America Act compliant. In addition, few U.S. service members are in fact posted to Africa,
and the few that are, would be transiting Addis Ababa, Nairobi, Cairo, or Lagos to the United States — NOT Lome.

We have sean this scam countless (as in hundreds of) times. Please do not contact the individuals involved
anymore. We cannot protect you from any financial loss. Only you can. If you have already sent money, then you need
to immediately stop sending funds and contact your local police or your local FBI office to file a criminal complaint.

Sincerely,

Consular Section Chief
U.8. Embassy Lomé

From Abroad
From US -

From: David Burger
Sent: Thursday, February 20, 2020 1:44 PM
Tao: Lome, Consular <ConsularLome @state.gov>
Subject: RE: RE: Friend In Trouble.

His name is Kelvin Blas a Retired Sergeant of the US army .

His DOB is B/12/1983

| actually got word from him last night.. he’s being held by the airport security in Lome and they are denying him the
right to contact the embassy there He spoke to someone at the embassy there over a week ago about his situation.

From: Lome, Consular

Sent: Thursday, February 20, 2020 5:00 AM
To: David Burger

Subject: RE: Friend in Trouble.

David,

We would need to know more information than this, including the full name, date of birth or most recent passport
number of the person. In addition, we would need to know your legal relationship to the individual before we could
initiate a welfare and whereabouts service,

|
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Please also know that Nigerian and Ghanaian arganized crime often use the pretext of arrest at the Togo border or Lome
airport to extort money from U.S. citizens, including those who have never been to Togo. If you have never met the
individual in-person before, then you are a likely being targeted by sophisticated West African criminal syndicates who
use a variety of social media to “phish” for our citizens who are willing to transfer money to bank accounts in West
Africa before they realize the scam. Often, after realizing the scam after transferring funds to banks in West Africa, U.5.
citizens are too embarrassed to report the crime to local or federal law enforcement, which is why this crime keeps
happening.

If you believe you are being targeted, then you really cught to contact your local police department or local FBI office, as
we cannot mitigate or insure against any financial loss to you — only you can by ensuring that you immediately cease
contact with the individual purporting to be in distress. The Department of Justice just broke up a large Nigerian ring in
Los Angeles this past summer -- https://www justice gov/usac-cdca/pr/massive-international-fraud-and-money-
laundering-conspiracy-detailed-federal-grand-jury. West African wire fraud is a very serious problem in the United
States. These are criminals who operate on both sides of the Atlantic and across multiple countries.

Sincerely,

Consular Section Chief
U.5. Embassy Lomé

From Abroad

From US

From: David Burger m
Sent: Thursday, February 20, :

To: Lome, Consular <ConsularLome @state. gov>
Subject: Friend in Trouble.

HI

| have a friend in Lome, Togo that is in the US military on his way back to the states, | haven’t heard from him in a
couple of days and would like to find out how | can get info about his health, and status on him returning to the US.

Regards,
David

2
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DEPARTMENT OF ARMY
US MILITARY BASE - KABUL, AFGHANISTAN

GREEMENT LETTER

L, _ha\-e come to an agreemcnf with KELVIN
BLAS today January 30th, 2020 to allow him leave the US Military
Base (CAMP PHOENIX) Afghanistan if his partner Mr. David Burger
pays me an ameount of . . USD out of my USD they
borrowed from me two years ago into my provided account.

Payment should be made Cashier Check Deposit or Cash Deposit
only and payment receipt must be mail to me.

Kelvin Blas
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rom (D) (0) e

Sent: Maonday, lune 16, 2025 1:46 PM

To: -

Subject: RE: FORWARDING - [External] ACS99 — Kelvin Blas

Thank yau- Please note | am back eniine if you needed further assistance.
Thank you.

ccor [ - ... ..

Sent: Monday, lune 16, 2025 9:45 AM

To: -ﬁslale.gwb

Y4 :tatc gov>; Lome, Consular <ConsularLome @state.gov>
Subject: RE: FORWARDING - [External] AC599 = Kelvin Blas

| added the ACS note, attached the email thread, and closed the ACS case, as
instructed below.

Regards,

Sent: Monday, 16 June 2025 12:08
To: [Lome) state_ge_u:»:_{-@s_iat_l-‘- BOV>,

Lome, Consular <Consul

lar] {@state. goy>

istate gov>

Just to follow up on this, | spoke with Mr. Burger Thursday afternoon. Sadly, our intuitions
were correct, and Mr. Burger was the victim of a long con romance scam. He admitted that
he'd been sending "Kelvin" $250 USD a week for five years, along with other payments to
help Kelvin with various alleged medical issues. All told | have a feeling he's lost more than
$100,000 USD. It was an emotionally devastating call for me, | can't begin to think how
devastated Mr. Burger is.

| followed up by email with information and guidance on how to report the crime, as well as
victim services information. | emphasized with him all the ways Embassy Lomé can assist a
U.S. citizen, and provided the embassy's address and contact information for him to pass to
"Kelvin,"
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As you have time, | recommend reopening the Kelvin Blas case in ACS+ as a w/w, entering a
case note summarizing the situation, and attaching this email chain. "Kelvin" seems to use
this identity with multiple victims, and may pop up in the future at another post or in Lomé
after your tours of duty are complete. | think we can then consider this case closed.

Best regards,

l!uun!r'g,r ”!cer

Bureau of Consular Affairs | Office of Overseas Citizens Services

American Citizens Services and Crisis Management

Teams Phone:

Portfolio: Botswana, Ethiopia, Eritrea, Sudan, South Sudan, Zambia, Zimbabwe
Collateral Duty EEQ Counselor

erors AN ISR o

[ state. gov>
Sent: Sunday, June 15, 2025 4:56 PM

To pm— N < . - - [{S) S O  : .. Lome,

Consular <Consularlome@state. gov>
CA/OCS/ACS) Jstate. gov>;
state.gov>

- Kelvin Blas

Subject: Re: FORWARDING - [External] A

No "Kelvin Blas" showed up, | assure you.

Reiards.

Sent: Saturday, June 14, 2025 17:56

Dstate gov>; Lome, Consular < =
CA/OCS/ACS) < state zov- NI
@slaig.poy> )state. gov>
subject: Re: FORWARDING - [External] ACS99 — Kelvin Blas

-I‘m guessing no Amcit showed up on Friday?
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Get Qutlook for i0S

Sent: Saturday, June 14, 2025 4:33:
Consular <Consular QY

R

istate. gove

ACRQ has no record of the name "Kelvin BLAS."

Regards,

D) (O) .

Sent: Thursday, June 12, 2025 17:35

Lome, Consular <Consularlome@state. gov>

(ca/ocs/Acs) (NS <= c <o
; Dstate gov>

Thanks for the after-hours reply! | would be happy to do take this off your plate. On the off
chance that Kelvin actually is in your district and in need of assistance, I'll let you know ASAP.
Have a great rest of your evening.

Best regards,

Country Officer
Bureau of Consular Affairs | Office of Overseas Citizens Services
American Citizens Services and Crisis Management
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eams hone [N NESHIN

Portfolio: Botswana, Ethiopia, Eritrea, Sudan, South Sudan, Zambia, Zimbabwe
Collateral Duty EEO Counselor

From: wstate govs
Sent: Thursday, June 12, 2025 1:33 FM

)state.gov>; )state. gov> NG

@state. gov>
Subject: Re: FORWARDING - [External] ACS99 - Kelvin Blas

That's for reaching out. This is the first I'm hearing about this case. This has all the
halimarks of a scam. We have not taken any action as it appears this just recently

came in : ched our COB. Clearly no one here would ever dismiss an
Amcit fo so yet another mark of a scam. As were after hours now, if

you'd like to respond, Kelvin should come to the embassy tomorrow moming for
priority assistance and repatriation.

Get Qutlook for i0S

From: state.gov>

state.gov>; Lome, Consular <Consularlome@state gov>

(h)(0) [ChERsseg H 0

Subject: Fw: FORWARDING - [External] ACS99 — Kelvin Blas

The original message in this thread appears to have gone out to you all as well. Before | take
any action helping to back upi::an you confirm whether or not you've already taken

any action at post? | can see that Lomé consular employecli " 2 namecheck
for this name approximately three years ago, but there are no other case notes associated

with the case. That namecheck may line up with Mr. Burger trying to make a w/w inguiry
when this “Kelvin" first told him about the problem. I'm picking up strong signs that Mr.
Burger may be the victim of a scam. On the FTC's page about cyber scams, several people
have reported being scarnmed by someone using the same name.

Best,
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) 6) ]
Country Officer
Bureau of Consular Affairs | Office of Overseas Citizens Services
American Citizens Services and Crisis Management
Teams Phone
Portfolio: Botswana, Ethiopia, Eritrea, Sudan, South Sudan, Zambia, Zimbabwe

Collateral Duty EEO Counselor

rror [ - - -
Senke , 2025 12:30 P
To: (CAJOCS/ACS) @state gov>; CA-OCS-ACS-AF <CA-OCS-ACS-

AF@state pov>

Cc: CA-Press <CA-Press@state.gov>
Subject: Fw: FORWARDING - [External] ACS99 — Kelvin Blas

B

Flagging this for you. Not sure if post is tracking.

prom AR o>

Sent; Thursday, June 12, 2025 12:17 PM
To: CA Communications <CA_Communications@state gov>
Subject: FORWARDING - [External] ACS99 — Kelvin Blas

Hi CA-Press,

Passing this out of courtesy and for awareness, so it can be sent to the appropriate
entities for review and any appropriate action. As this may be an "odd ball” situation,
and is outside the scope of the press office, we will not respond/engage with this
individual.

Fram: David PureRoots
Sent: Thursday, June 12, 2025 12:03 PM

To: Lome, Consular <ConsularLome@state. gov>

Ce: AskPublicAffairs@state. gov; AfricaDesk@state gov; PA Press Duty <PAPressDuty@state gov>;
DIRECTDVBAMUS @va gov; HAC FMP@va gov

Subject: [External] ACS99 — Kelvin Blas

Some people who received this message don't often get email from _Lsﬂfi.

why this is important
To Whom It May Concem,
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My name is David Burger, and | am contacting you for the second time regarding a serious
matler involving my partner, Sgt Kelvin Blas, a U.S. citizen and Army combat veteran who is
currently stranded in Togo under escalating legal and humanitarian distress.

Case Overview:

+ Name of U.S. citizen: Sgt Kelvin Blas

* Passport Number: [Unavailable — held by Togolese authorities]
* Request Type: Emergency consular assistance [ repatriation

*« My name & contact: David Burger, David. purerootsi@proton.me
* Partner of the U.S. citizen

Key Facts:

+ Kelvin served over 12 years in the U.S. Army and was wounded during a combat patrol
in Afghanistan.

+ He is now trapped in Lomé, Togo, where the Togolese Attorney General’'s Office has
seized his passport and will not release it until a ballooning fine—now over $22,000—is
paid.

+ He has been stranded for over 3 years.

+ When he sought assistance at the U.S. Embassy in Lomé, staff refused to help without his
passport number—the same document he no longer has access to.

* He was allegedly told by a consular officer;

“Americans aren’t Black."”

This is a racially motivated denial of consular assistance and a violation of his rights as a
U.S, citizen and combat veteran.

| am requesting the following immediately:

1. Verification of Sgt Blas's citizenship and eligibility for emergency support
2. Direct consular engagement with Togolese cfficials to secure his release

3. Internal review and accountability regarding the behavior of staff at the Embassy in
Lome

4. Coordination with the Department of Veterans Affairs, as Sgt Blas is a wounded
veteran who has served this nation honorably

We have already sent documentation to multiple offices. A formal dossier has been compiled and
archived.

This email serves as both a follow=up and a formal escalation.

| respectfully request that this message not be discarded or delayed due to process routing. This
is a human being—an American veteran—left in danger,

Thank you for your attention.

Sincerely,

David Burger

Partner of Sgt Kelvin Blas

David. pureroots@proton.me
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Sent with Proton Mail secure email.
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From: David surzer |

Sent: Thursday, February 20, 2020 7:04 PM
To: Lome, Consular
Subject: RE: RE: RE: RE: Friend in Trouble,

There was a Captai-hat just visited Togo a few weeks ago when he was on leave, he is
the one that sent my partner there supposedly for safety, so are you just as racist as the ambassador
there is or what?

From: Lome, Consular
Sent: Thursday, February 20, 2020 12:47 PM

To: David Burger
Subject: RE: RE: RE: Friend in Trouble.

Feel free to call me on the U.5. phone number below toe discuss further, but we cannot take action on
the information that you are currently presenting to us based on lack of specificity.

Consular Section Chief
U.5. Embassy Lomé

From Abr

From US

From: David Bumerw
Sent: Thursday, February 20, :

To: Lome, Consular <ConsularLome@state.gov>
Subject: RE: RE: RE: Friend in Trouble.

Togo is having their General election on Saturday and according to one officer helping me with

internet service they can drive me to one villoge fight should corme after the election
He is advising me to pay my bills and the charges to get my freedom

Honestly his life is at risk

Do you want to be responsible for his death?

From: Lome, Consular
Sent: Thursday, February 20, 2020 8:21 AM
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To: David Burger
Subject: RE: RE: Friend in Trouble.

David,

I also checked with our duty phone operators for the past two weeks, and we have no record of this
individual ever contacting us. It's a financial scam, we assure you.

sincerely,

From: David Burgerm
Sent: Thursday, February 20, :

To: Lome, Consular <Cgnsularl ome@state gov>
Subject: RE: RE: Friend in Trouble,

His name is Kelvin Blas a Retired Sergeant of the US army .

His DOB is 8/12/1983

| actually got word from him last night.. he's being held by the airport security in Lome and they are
denying him the right to contact the embassy there He spoke to someone at the embassy there over a

week ago about his situation.

From: Lome, Consular
Sent: Thursday, February 20, 2020 5:00 AM

To: David Burger
Subject: RE: Friend in Trouble,

David,

We would need to know more information than this, including the full name, date of birth or most
recent passport number of the person. In addition, we would need to know your legal relationship to
the individual before we could initiate a welfare and whereabouts service.

Please also know that Nigerian and Ghanaian organized crime often use the pretext of arrest at the
Togo border or Lome airport to extort money from U.5. citizens, including those wheo have never been
to Togo. If you have never met the individual in-person before, then you are a likely being targeted by
sophisticated West African criminal syndicates who use a variety of social media to “phish” for our
citizens who are willing to transfer money to bank accounts in West Africa before they realize the
scam. Often, after realizing the scam after transferring funds to banks in West Africa, U.5. citizens are
too embarrassed to report the crime to local or federal law enforcement, which is why this crime
keeps happening.

If you believe you are being targeted, then you really ought to contact your local police department or

local FBI office, as we cannot mitigate or insure against any financial loss to you — only you can by
ensuring that you immediately cease contact with the individual purporting to be in distress. The
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Department of Justice just broke up a large Nigerian ring in Los Angeles this past summer --
hitps://www justice pov/usac-cdca/pr/massive-international-fraud-and-money-laundering-
conspiracy-detailed-federal-grand-jury. West African wire fraud is a very serious problem in the
United States. These are criminals who cperate on both sides of the Atlantic and across muitiple
countries.

Sincerely,

Consular Section Chief
LS. Embassy Lomé

From Ab
From US

rom: oo cure: [

Sent: Thursday, February 20, ;

To: Lome, Consular <ConsularLome(@state govs

Subject: Friend in Trouble.

HI,

| have a friend in Lome, Togo that is in the US military on his way back to the states, | haven't heard
from him in a couple of days and would like to find out how | can get info about his health, and status

on him returning to the US.

Regards,
David
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From: (D) (0] e

Sent: Thursday, September 2, 2021 7:19 PM

To: Lome, Consular

Subject: Fwd: Re: 0IG Hotline Submission H20211817
FYl,

U.S. Department of State

Office of Overseas Citizen Services and Crisis

Country Officer: Nigeria, Ghana, Togo, Benin, Cote D'lvoire, Cabo Verde
Tel:

—=emeeee FOrwarded message —-—-———--

From: David BurgerW
Date: September 2, at 3:16:
SuhHect: Re: OIG Hotline Submission H20211817

< <t te. gov

My name is David, | am Kelvin Blas’ partner and I'm the one that actually filed the report
with the OIG due to limited availability with his internet access there...

It's a waste of time contacting that embassy because as | stated in the report | filed.. the
ambassador told Kelvin that “American’s aren’t black” and wouldn't help him at that
time,

Then Kelvin went back to the embassy about a week |ater and they left him sitting there
for & hours ignoring him again probably because he was black, then finally came to tell
him that they were unaware that the persen he needed to speak to was out on travel. ..
Really? It takes 6 hours to search the embassy?

Because of their lack of help he has been in that country for over a year now, and has
been sick at least 4 times with Malaria because he's been living on the streets.

He is currently living in the parking lot of the Clinique Biasa located at -

And is forbidden to leave their property until ha/l can get his last bill paid off .. all
while thera are 3 guys scamming him oul of money for WIF| access every 4 days
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I'm in the process of contacting a lawyer there that he dealt with last year regarding
another problem and have him sue these three criminals

He needs to get out of that shit hole country (pardon my language) before he dies
there

Thanks for replying
Have a great day

David

(for Kelvin)

From: (CA/JOCS/ACS/WHA)
state.gov>

r2, 2021 1:25 PM

Lome,

Subject: OIG Hotline Submission H20211817

Mr. Blas, thank you for your letter filed with the Office of Inspector General regarding
repatriation assistance from Lomé, Togo. The safety and security of U.S. citizens is the
Department’s top pricrity. We have reached out to the U.S. Embassy American Citizen
Services Section in Lomé and requested for them to follow up with you on providing
assistance. Please note as we face the difficult staffing challenges due to COVID-19 we
strive to provide the best customer service. Unfortunately, telephonic communications
may be limited due to limited in person personnel. If you are in need of repatriation
assistance, please contact the U.5. Embassy Lomé at consularlome@state. gov for
additional guidance. Contact information to the Embassy can be found below, but we do
request for you to communicate via email as it is the best method of communication.

4332 Boulevard Eyadema
Cite OQUA B.P. 852

Lomé, Togo

Tel:

Emergency After-Hours Tel: _

consularlome@state.gov

Thank you,

U.S. Department of State
Dffice of Owverseas Citizen Services and Crisis
Country Officer: Nigeria, Ghana, Togao, Benin, Cote D'lvoire, Cabo Verde
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Uinited States department af Statc
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Blas, Kelvin Bill
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m Welfare and Whereabouts Service Summary

United States-Depanment of Slate
Burcaw of Consular Afairs

Blas, Kelvin Bill

Case Name Initiating Court Requesting U.5. Agency
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Date Comments
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Uinited Stales Depariment of Staie
Bureau of Consular Affairs

Welfare and Whereabouts Service Summary

Blas, Kelvin Bill
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& Welfare and Whereabouts Service Summary

Linited States Department of Staie
Bureau of Consular Affairs

Blas, Kelvin Bill

Birth Date  Age Pagsport Number  Place of Birth
30 (est.

We nd Whereabouts Servi

Subject of long-lerm romance scam
Comments

Amcit David Burger, David.pureroots@proton.me, is the victim of a long-term romance scam involving a fictitious "Kelvin BL.

Missing Person
Last Contact Last Sighting

Originator Received - Deliv

Victim's Assi

Crime Details
Other Crime

Victim Ty .

Extent of Injury - Investigation Status Huospital infor

L5, idence Law Enforcement
Mo state assistance given

Judicial C Law Enf udicial Acti
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